
 

Tense Affirmative Negative Form Signal 

Words 

Use Affirmative 

Question 

Wh 

Question 

Examples in Real Life 

Present 

Simple 

"She works 

here." 

"She does 

not work 

here." 

Subject + 

base verb 

Always, 

usually, 

often 

Routine actions 

and facts 

Does she 

work here? 

Where does 

she work? 

- He always drinks coffee in the 

morning. 

- The sun rises in the east. 

- Birds fly south in winter. 

- I go to the gym twice a week. 

Present 

Continuous 

"She is 

working 

now." 

"She is not 

working 

now." 

Subject + 

am/is/are + 

verb+ing 

Now, at 

the 

moment 

Actions 

happening right 

now 

Is she 

working 

now? 

What is she 

doing now? 

- They are studying for their exams. 

- I am cooking dinner. 

- She is watching a movie. 

- We are having lunch. 

Past Simple "She 

worked here 

last year." 

"She did not 

work here 

last year." 

Subject + 

past form 

of verb 

Yesterday, 

last year, 

ago 

Completed 

actions in the 

past 

Did she work 

here last 

year? 

When did 

she work 

here? 

- He visited Paris in 2021. 

- They finished the project last week. 

- I saw the movie yesterday. 

- We met two years ago. 

Past 

Continuous 

"She was 

working 

when I 

arrived." 

"She was 

not working 

when I 

arrived." 

Subject + 

was/were + 

verb+ing 

While, 

when 

Actions in 

progress at a 

specific time in 

the past 

Was she 

working 

then? 

What was 

she doing 

then? 

- They were playing when it started 

raining. 

- I was cooking while he was 

cleaning. 

- She was waiting for the bus. 

- We were discussing the project. 

Present 

Perfect 

"She has 

worked here 

since 2010." 

"She has not 

worked here 

since 2010." 

Subject + 

has/have + 

past 

participle 

Since, for, 

already 

Actions that 

happened at an 

unspecified time 

before now 

Has she 

worked here 

before? 

How long 

has she 

worked 

here? 

- I have traveled to Japan. 

- He has eaten breakfast already. 

- They have finished their homework. 

- We have seen that movie. 

Present 

Perfect 

Continuous 

"She has 

been 

working 

here for 

hours." 

"She has not 

been 

working 

here for 

hours." 

Subject + 

has/have 

been + 

verb+ing 

For, since Ongoing actions 

that started in 

the past and 

continue now 

Has she been 

working for 

long? 

How long 

has she 

been 

working 

here? 

- I have been reading this book for 

hours. 

- They have been waiting for you. 

- He has been studying. 

- We have been exercising. 
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Past 

Perfect 

"She had 

worked here 

before 

moving." 

"She had not 

worked here 

before 

moving." 

Subject + 

had + past 

participle 

Already, 

by the 

time 

Actions 

completed 

before a specific 

time in the past 

Had she 

worked here 

before that? 

Why had 

she worked 

there 

before? 

- He had left before she arrived. 

- They had finished the report. 

- I had seen the movie. 

- We had cooked dinner. 

Past 

Perfect 

Continuous 

"She had 

been 

working 

there for 

hours." 

"She had not 

been 

working 

there for 

hours." 

Subject + 

had been + 

verb+ing 

For, since, 

by the 

time 

Ongoing actions 

before a certain 

time in the past 

Had she been 

working for 

hours? 

How long 

had she 

been 

working? 

- I had been reading for hours. 

- They had been practicing all day. 

- She had been cooking. 

- We had been discussing the issue. 

Future 

Simple 

"She will 

work here 

tomorrow." 

"She will 

not work 

here 

tomorrow." 

Subject + 

will + base 

verb 

Tomorrow

, next 

week 

Actions that will 

happen in the 

future 

Will she 

work here 

tomorrow? 

When will 

she work 

here? 

- I will call you later. 

- They will meet tomorrow. 

- She will start the project. 

- We will travel next year. 

Future 

with "going 

to" 

"She is 

going to 

work here 

next year." 

"She is not 

going to 

work here 

next year." 

Subject + 

am/is/are + 

going to + 

base verb 

Tomorrow

, soon, 

next year 

Planned actions 

or intentions; 

predictions 

based on 

evidence 

Is she going 

to work here 

next year? 

Where is 

she going to 

work next 

year? 

- I am going to start a new job soon. 

- They are going to visit Paris. 

- She is going to bake a cake. 

- We are going to move to a new city. 

Future 

Continuous 

"She will be 

working 

tomorrow at 

3 PM." 

"She will 

not be 

working 

tomorrow at 

3 PM." 

Subject + 

will be + 

verb+ing 

At this 

time 

tomorrow 

Ongoing actions 

at a specific 

time in the 

future 

Will she be 

working 

then? 

What will 

she be 

doing then? 

- I will be cooking dinner at 6 PM. 

- They will be studying. 

- She will be working on the report. 

- We will be traveling. 

Future 

Perfect 

"She will 

have 

worked here 

for 5 years." 

"She will 

not have 

worked here 

for 5 years." 

Subject + 

will have + 

past 

participle 

By, in Actions that will 

be completed 

before a certain 

future time 

Will she have 

worked here 

long? 

How long 

will she 

have 

worked? 

- I will have finished by then. 

- They will have left. 

- She will have completed the project. 

- We will have saved money. 
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Future 

Perfect 

Continuous 

"She will 

have been 

working for 

hours." 

"She will 

not have 

been 

working for 

hours." 

Subject + 

will have 

been + 

verb+ing 

For, since Ongoing actions 

that will 

continue up 

until a specific 

time in the 

future 

Will she have 

been working 

long? 

How long 

will she 

have been 

working? 

- I will have been studying for hours. 

- They will have been practicing. 

- She will have been working. 

- We will have been preparing. 

Zero 

Conditional 

"If you heat 

water, it 

boils." 

"If you don’t 

heat water, it 

doesn’t 

boil." 

If + present 

simple, 

present 

simple 

Always 

true, 

scientific 

facts 

General truths 

or laws of 

nature 

Does water 

boil if you 

heat it? 

What 

happens if 

you heat 

water? 

- If you mix red and blue, you get 

purple. 

- If it rains, the grass gets wet. 

- If you freeze water, it turns to ice. 

- If you touch fire, you get burned. 

First 

Conditional 

"If it rains, I 

will stay 

home." 

"If it doesn’t 

rain, I won’t 

stay home." 

If + present 

simple, will 

+ base verb 

Future 

possibilitie

s 

Realistic future 

situations that 

are likely to 

happen 

Will you stay 

home if it 

rains? 

What will 

you do if it 

rains? 

- If I finish my work, I will go out. 

- If they study, they will pass the test. 

- If it gets colder, we will light the 

fire. 

- If you call me, I will answer. 

Second 

Conditional 

"If I had 

more time, I 

would 

travel 

more." 

"If I had 

more time, I 

wouldn’t 

stay home 

so much." 

If + past 

simple, 

would + 

base verb 

Hypothetic

al, unreal 

situations 

Unreal or 

unlikely 

situations in the 

present or future 

Would you 

travel more if 

you had 

time? 

What would 

you do if 

you had 

more time? 

- If I were rich, I would buy a yacht. 

- If she spoke Spanish, she could work 

in Spain. 

- If they knew the answer, they would 

tell us. 

- If it weren’t raining, we could go 

out. 

Third 

Conditional 

"If I had 

studied, I 

would have 

passed." 

"If I had 

studied, I 

wouldn’t 

have failed." 

If + past 

perfect, 

would have 

+ past 

participle 

Hypothetic

al past, 

regrets 

Imaginary 

situations in the 

past, often 

expressing 

regrets 

Would you 

have passed 

if you had 

studied? 

What would 

you have 

done if you 

had 

studied? 

- If I had left earlier, I would have 

caught the train. 

- If they had practiced more, they 

would have won. 

- If she had known, she would have 

told us. 

- If it had been sunny, we would have 

gone to the beach. 
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Mixed 

Conditional 

"If I had 

studied, I 

would be a 

doctor 

now." 

"If I had 

studied, I 

wouldn’t be 

struggling 

now." 

If + past 

perfect, 

would + 

base verb 

(present 

result) 

Past and 

present 

mix 

Past actions 

with 

hypothetical 

present 

consequences 

Would you 

be a doctor if 

you had 

studied? 

What would 

your life be 

like if you 

had 

studied? 

- If I had moved to New York, I 

would be living there now. 

- If she had saved money, she would 

have her own house now. 

- If they had taken the job, they would 

be employed now. 

- If it had been sunny, we would be at 

the beach now. 

 

 

 


